
January 2022 Family Newsletter

Director’s Letter

Dear VAIS Families,

Brrr! We are definitely experiencing some classic Wisconsin winter weather! Thank you for

sending your child to school bundled up and ready for outdoor recess. The students have been

enjoying the new snow making forts, sledding, digging holes, and being creative. We highly

recommend that you label ALL items your child wears to school with a Sharpie marker.  Thank

you for your help with this!

Students and teachers have worked hard to finish up the first semester of the 2021-2022 school year. Children brought home their

report cards in their backpacks on Friday, January 28. Thank you for taking the time to review your child’s progress to notice their

“glows” (accomplishments) and “grows” (areas they are working on).

The VAIS Community is incredibly positive and kind. Our students, staff, and parents all contribute to make our school a warm and

welcoming community. This past week we celebrated The Great Kindness Challenge with confetti! Students were encouraged to

demonstrate and share kindness with others, write it down on a piece of confetti (a colored piece of paper), and then add the

confetti to our school bulletin board. Ask your child, “What can you do to show kindness?”

This is a super busy month for welcoming potential

families to our school.  We are holding in person tours to

give families a flavor of what it is like to be a part of our

school community. If you already have a student in our

school AND you have an incoming kindergarten student,

a spot will be reserved for them. HOWEVER, you must fill

out the online registration form to indicate your child

will be coming to our school. If you have any questions,

please contact our school office. We are happy to help!

I have shared with great joy and, of course, sadness, that

I’m planning to retire at the end of the 2021-2022 school

year. I’m excited about the thought of pursuing new

adventures, but know I will miss all of you more than

words can express. In the meantime, I continue to enjoy

every minute with your children.

Have a wonderful month filled with kindness!

With Gratitude,

Ann Princl, VAIS Principal

https://www.verona.k12.wi.us/Page/232


In This Issue Calendar of Events

Director’s Letter Page 1 Chinese New Year - Year of the Tiger February 1

Music Room Updates
Save the Date - Spring Concert

Page 2 Chinese New Year Community Gathering February 1
7:30 AM via Zoom

Community Gathering
Recruitment Updates
Friendship Parties
Spring Conferences

Page 3 Tutus & Twins/Triplets Dress Up Day 2-2-22

Verona Public Library Display
FUNdraising Updates

Page 4 Enrollment Deadline for 2022-2023
School Year for New Students

February 15

Library Updates
Call for Volunteers
2.2.22 Event

Page 5 NO SCHOOL February 18

Girl Scouts
Arrival/Dismissal Procedures
Sunshine Committee

Page 6 Spring Break March 21-25

NO SCHOOL April 15

Spring Music Concert May 13

Hello from the Music Room

Kindergarteners and 1st graders are busy connecting storytelling and literature with music this
month. They are musically dramatizing/singing/playing such stories as “Brown Bear, Brown
Bear, What Do You See” and “The Mitten.” They also performed their own rendition of “The
Soup Opera.” 2nd graders also enjoyed “The Soup Opera” and “The Mitten.” They have been
working hard on reading their rhythms accurately through group games. 2nd and 3rd graders
also continue working on songs such as “Tideo,” “Sorrida,” and “Bim-Bum.” 3rd graders have
also participated in several rhythmic “Winter Games” (in the spirit of the upcoming Olympic
games). 4th and 5th graders have also done their own levels of rhythmic “Winter Games.”
They have worked on extending their solfege knowledge as well as their treble clef staff
reading. 5th graders are working on their first two-part song, “Linstead Market.”

Save the Date
Spring Music Concert - Friday, May 13

The VAIS spring music concert will take place on Friday, May 13, at the Badger
Ridge/CKCS Performing Arts Center. This year, our concert will be during the
school day. Specific times for classes will be shared in January. We are
fortunate to have our music teacher, Anya Holland-Barry, working with our
students and helping them with their music performance skills. For now, please
save the date, and more details will be shared soon!



Chinese New Year Community Gathering

VAIS is excitedly preparing to celebrate Chinese New Year

2022 and the Year of the Tiger!  Teachers are planning

special lessons for the classrooms, our VAIS hallway is being

decorated, Chinese New Year books are available for

checkout in the library, and students are practicing dances

and performances. Families are invited to join us via Zoom

for our Chinese New Year Community Gathering taking place

on Tuesday, February 1, 7:30-8:00am. Students and staff will

be live on Zoom, and recorded performances from all grades

will be shared. The recorded performances will also be

shared with families after the community gathering.

Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/2759156408?pwd=WFMwVlE4TDNTbU5zaUpHWmtDM3hWQT09
Meeting ID: 275 915 6408
Passcode: vxzU1m

Recruitment Season is Here!

On February 15, enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year will close. We have two
weeks left to fill next year’s kindergarten class with 22 students. It takes a
community, and we need your help!  Here are ways you can help:

1. Talk to any families you know with young kids, and tell them why you
love VAIS.

2. Post your VAIS yard sign, and wear your VAIS shirts.
3. Think about joining the Community Relations Committee for our next

meeting.
4. Share your positive experiences on your personal social media accounts

or in applicable groups.
5. Request an info kit for delivery to an interested 4K family by contacting

Brandon Braithwaite at branb1@gmail.com

If you have any questions about how you can help this recruitment season or for
more information on the Community Relations Committee, please email Co-Chair
Kelly Gibson at family@thegibsonhome.org

Valentine/Friendship Parties

Valentine/Friendship Parties will

be happening in our VAIS classrooms on

Friday, February 11. Classroom teachers

will be in touch to provide details.

At VAIS, teachers will be providing spring

parent teacher conferences in March.

Teachers will reach out to families,

allowing you to sign up for a time.

Please watch for information coming soon.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/sP0vTd4EgS67qfvqKkZCTQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjys_aP0RBaHR0cHM6Ly96b29tLnVzL2ovMjc1OTE1NjQwOD9wd2Q9V0ZNd1ZsRTRURE5UYlU1emFVcEhXbXRETTNoV1FUMDlXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHfWpzpYQTZcQNSGHByaW5jbGFAdmVyb25hLmsxMi53aS51c1gEAAAAAQ~~
mailto:branb1@gmail.com


Verona Public Library Year of the Tiger Display

Have you checked out our Chinese New Year display at the Verona Public
Library? Now through February 5, stop by and take a look. Grab a tiger coloring
sheet, pick up a craft kit, and snap a photo with our selfie props! Many thanks
to the talented committee of artists who gave their time to bring this display to
life:

Kelly Gibson,
April Rabedeaux (pictured at left),

Patty Arifin (pictured at right),
Emily Ferko,

Lauren Cohen,
Christy Grace, and

Hannah Mae Amuka.

We have hit our FUNdraising goal of $20,000 for the year! Thank you to everyone who participated in the events we have held. We
will look at holding one or two events before the end of the school year in collaboration with the other committees with a focus on
community building.

Thank you for your support!
FUNdraising Committee



Hello from the Library

Circulation: Despite fewer school days during the month of
December, we still circulated 1644 items including a wide variety of
nonfiction books from every category of the Dewey Decimal
System. If you need a little refresher on Dewey, here’s a fun rap
that reviews the various categories:
https://youtu.be/6Ao920JUNDg

Curriculum Update: Students are currently reading, listening to,
and carefully considering the nominees for Wisconsin’s student
choice award called the Golden Archer Award. In a few weeks, they
will be voting for their favorites. Upcoming book displays include
Chinese New Year, Love/Friendship, 2-2-22 Book Pairs, and Black
History Month. Ask your learner(s)
to check out a display book to
read together. Ask your third,
fourth, or fifth grade learner to
show you their “Personal Reading
List” in Follett Destiny. Encourage
them to add books they have read
or want to read to their list.

Free Books in the Mail: If you have or know children ages birth through 5 who live in Dane County,
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is back! In partnership with Madison Reading Project, this
initiative is ready to re-launch. Sign up here to confirm your child’s name and address, and then
get excited for your first free monthly book to arrive in the mail.

Happy reading!
Ms. Roltgen

Library and Classroom
Support Volunteers

Needed!
Can you give 1 hour of your time on
Friday mornings? There are always
plenty of projects that keep the library
running smoothly and assist classroom
teachers with project prep. No prior
experience is necessary, and your help
is greatly appreciated! At this time,
Fridays from 10:45-11:45 am are
reserved for VAIS parent volunteers.
There are still plenty of February slots
available. Please sign up via Sign Up
Genius. If another day/time works
better for you, please contact Ms.
Roltgen at roltgent@verona.k12.wi.us
Thank you for your kind consideration
and support!

https://youtu.be/6Ao920JUNDg
https://www.madisonreadingproject.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aadaa2ea7fa7-vais4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aadaa2ea7fa7-vais4
mailto:roltgent@verona.k12.wi.us


VAIS Girl Scouts Troop

Did you know VAIS has a Girl Scout Troop?

Troop 8606, a daisy and brownie troop, was formed last fall. It is comprised of 14
girls from VAIS kindergarten through 2nd grade. The troop meets at VAIS twice a
month on Tuesdays. Last fall’s highlights included a trip to the zoo, snowman
party, and earning a My Little Pony Patch. We are always looking for more adult
volunteers!  If you have any questions about scouting, please email us at
gstroop8606@gmail.com

Thanks,
Carolyn Jahnke and Kelly Gibson
Troop Leaders

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures Review

As we enter our second semester of the 2021-2022 school year, please take a moment to review our arrival and dismissal
procedures.

Below are our arrival and dismissal times:

START TIMES:
Every Monday:  Late Start at 9:25 am; Supervision outside begins at 9:10 am
Tuesday-Friday: School starts at 7:20 am; Supervision outside begins at 7:05 am

DISMISSAL TIME:
Monday-Friday: School dismisses at 2:20 pm.

Please see the drop off and pick up map which is a pdf attached to the School Messenger.  It will guide you with our drop off and
pick up procedures. An important part to keep in mind is with curbside drop off and pick up at our arrival and dismissal times.
Please be sure to pull your vehicle all the way up to the District Registrar entrance. This will allow other vehicles to line up behind
you. In addition, note that the first two rows of the parking lot are reserved for you. Thank you for your support with these
procedures!

Seeking CKCS/NCS/VAIS SUNSHINE COMMITTEE Chairpersons & Volunteers

Ms. Shawl is starting a Sunshine Committee to serve our charter school communities.

What is it?: A Sunshine Committee is a group of volunteers who serve families who are going through a

difficult time, such as families facing health challenges, crises, or who have had a death in the family.

The committee brings a little “sunshine” by making meals, providing a gift card, going on a grocery run,

or fulfilling other needs as identified.

How does it work?: Anyone can contact a school staff member to request help from the Sunshine Committee. The School Social

Worker will communicate the need to volunteer chairpersons, who will communicate the need to volunteers and create a sign-up,

if need be. The privacy of the family is a top priority, so the Sunshine Committee will bring donations to the school to then be

delivered to the family by Ms. Shawl or another charter school staff member who the family feels comfortable with.

Sign up here if you are interested in being a Sunshine Committee Volunteer or Chairperson. We are currently in need of two

Chairpersons to work closely with Ms. Shawl on this effort!

mailto:gstroop8606@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/ao4S2JhwrWJv7Htt6

